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AN 


ANSWER 


LETTER toa DISSENTER, 


SIR, | | R 


HE Letter to a Diſſeater upon occaſſion of his Majeſty's late Gracl- 
ous Declaration of Indulgence, I have in obedience to your Com- 
mand carefully perus'd, and muſt aſſure you, that the returning an 
Anſwer, tho' very caſie, 4 tr youre For, as its Author has 
pot offer'd any thing that is cloſe and nervous, yet he bas larded 
his Diſcourſe with wojuſt Infinuations of what highly re- 

Acts on his Majeſty, and with ſo many on the Diſſenter, that a re- 
hearſal of 'em, which is neceſſary for the Anſwerer to give, cannot well be, un- 
leſs with ſuch ſmart Repartecs as may look over-ſevere, at leaſt to ſome of the 
Author's Admirers, | 

There is nothing more hateful Wn _yz Hex Ko ing one word in any 
Concertation, that may look hard, and i ow fall Anſwer 
tothis Letter, without ex thole the w —_ 
his Harangne bave made . 1[ have been very to have been 
Diſpens'd with. But the Conſideration of the Service I may do his Majeſty and 
the whole Kingdom, by detecting the Vanity and Folly of the Author in connexi® 
on with year InjunGtions, me to Reſolve on as calm a Diſcuſſion 
of this Letter, as the SubjeRt of it will admit. 

The whole of this Letter 1 — reduc'd to theſe Heads : Falſe charges 
againft the Difſemer, Vile Ke onba Majefy, and An Intimation of the Church 
of Englands Repentance, with ſome little Artifices made uſe of to inveagle the 
Difſencer to a contrary to his avow'd Principles, and real Intereſt, 

This I take to be a ſull Account of the Pamphlet, to all which I wilt give my 
Replics diltinaly. s 

To begin with his Charge oqpiaſt the _— as what isof leaſt moment, and 
at which the Pamphleteer would only and introduce it by way of Su 
ficion, that, if poilible, whenever occakGon ſhoul. make it mecalacy. he minke, 
by Caying be did aot poſitively afhicmit, fetch Ol off from the reproach of be- 

2 ing 


(4) 
Ing a Falſe Accuſer ; Cn ee men Bas 
here the * cannot be made good, is 
look*d on as very Un) ſt and Abuſive. However, after this manner the Exclubo 


inf the Church of England ; That. the dow' 
Ne eas Kieterſ bur fron the Fafed - « RIS 


or 
"em ; S ET-F MS of Pr , Jt are now 
content (he Pricfts ſhould # and inffead of ſ7'emily receiving the benefit af 
Indulgence, they ſet up for Advocates 10 ſupport it, and b:come volumary l 
and look like Connjel Ketain'd by uke Prerogative againſt their old Friend MAGN A 
CHAKTA. 


This is one part of the Gentleman's Letter, and theſe are the chief Reaſons he 
preſſes the Diflenters with, to cngage them againft an accepring the Liberty his 
Majeſty has moſt Graciouſly given them. * It's this that is at bottom; for, (faith 
he) 1: might be wiſb'd that they would bave ſuppreſſed their Impatience, and bave bees 
content ſor the ſake of Religion, to enjoy it within themſelves without the. Liberty of a 
Public Exerciſe, tilt « Parliament bad alow'd it. But I'll appeal to any conſidering 
Man of the Church of England Communion, whether the Method this Gentleman 
has taken to wheedle the Diſſenter, be either Chrifian or Prudent : Bor, what of 
Chriſtianity is there in charging the Innocent, as being guilry of the moſt adioa; 
Crimes ; or what of Prudence in railing on thoſe whom would enſnarginto a 
C-mpliance with 'them ? 

In the firſt place the Excluſcon is charg'd on the Diflenters, and (as another 
Pamphleteer has it) it's the Nonconformifts that by their med/ing in the Manter of the 
Excluſios drew a new Storm upon themſchves. And why mult the Matter of the Ex- 
cluſion be —L—_ Diſſenters ? Was not that thing manag'd in the Houſe of 
Commons by s of the Charch of Fugland ? Were not the chief Speake-:s in 
that Houſe Church-of- Englend-men, and thoſe who made up that Houſe, ten t . oe, 
ofher Communion ? It has been, 1 confeſs, a common Pradtice for the Church of 

land, todo a bad thing, and throw the Odium on't on the Diſſenter ; but is 
this fair or jult ? If going ordinarily to the Common-Prayer, and taking the Sa- 
crament according to the Uſage of the Church of Exgland, be a Teſt by which we 
may know one of her Communion, the Matter of the Excluſion malt lie at her 
Door ; And if thus much be not enough to CharaCterize a Churchman, what is ? 
She11 not (1 hope) infiſt on the Doftrin of Now(Ffarce, as what is Peculiar to 
Men of ber Religion, leſt thereby the new Maſters of the Ceremonies, that are 
for a Repeal of the Teft-Laws, be included within her Pale. 

The ſame may be ſaid of the Rebellion, but the Replicr to the Oxford C lergies 
Reaſons againſt Addreſſing having fully clear'd up this Matter, I will wave it, being 
aſſur'd that the Church of England hath no reaſon to Glory, as if none of her Sons 
nor Clergy had any hand in it, 

Ay, but the Diſſemting Miniſters b&ve Moneys given 'em to carry on the Deſiqn. But 
where is the Man who has receiv'd one Farthing from the Roman-Catbo'ic for care 
rying on any Popith [atrigue ? This looks like an old Story, which ſome Years ago 
was ſpread by a Digaifi'd Clergy-man within the Line of Commanication, who 
was { bold as to faſten iton aworthy Gentleman now dead, but who at that time 


gave 


- 
I OE el ce cat le ee 


(5) 
ye Chalenge, which was not during his Life, nor to thishour, takennp. And 
| Et isic that tempes this fort of Men to talk after the old rate? ny 
- new Inſtances that makes 'em ſo brisk in their Accuſations 7 Let them make it 
out againſt one Noncooforming Minilter, or forbear this Iavidious way of caſting 
| Keproach on the Guiltleſs, 

However, for once let us ſu that ſome Diſſenting Miniſfers hare receiv'd 
Mony from thoſe in Authority for ſome Service they did the Government, What 
is this to the promoting a Popilh Defign ? Multitudes of the Church of E»giand 
| have been raiſed to great Prefermencs for the Services they were ſuppoled to 

| have doge the Government, but was it. in good earneſt becauſe they promoted 

| Popery ? This Letter infinuates, as if the Papifs alſo promoted the late Perſecution 
| ain _— and yet we remember well, who Preach'd up Perſecution be- 
| 7 the Lord Major of this City, and who alſo was made a Dean: But was is 

becauſe be deſigned Popery ? Moreorer it's well known, that a certain Biſhop in 
the World, if one under a ſuſpenſion {till bears that Name, who procur'd at leaſt 
| 200 1. toencourage a Church of England Dofor to perſecute the Non-confor- 
1 milts, and was this for the ſake of Popery? In a word, we give the Challenge 
| to any Man to prove that the Papiſt did at any time give one Facching to a Diflent- 


ing Minilter ; or that the Diſſenters did Receive froni the Goverament the for+ 
| tieth part that Church of Fagland Miniſters have received. 
| Ifany Church of England have been ſenſible of the Miſcries they have by 
| their ſevere Laws expos'd the Difſenters unto, and in compaſſion have given ſome 
| Relief, the Diſſenters no doubt will thankfully acknowledge it, but then they 
muſt add, that unleſs the Church of Eagland Nen mult be eftezmed Papiſts be» & 
cauſe of the Alliance there is between their Principles, this is not a receiving 
Mony from Papiſls : But let the Truth be brought to Light, and let the Church 
of England Charicy to Diſſenting Miniſters be diſcovered, and "twill appear that 
it's not to be compared with what the Church of Exg/and hath taken from 'em. 
Moreover it's well known, that when ſome Gentlemen on their Dying Reds to - 
expreſs their Aﬀetion to Diſſenting Miniſters have given 'em Legacies, they 
have been depriv'd of 'em. And where is the Difſenting Miniſter, who Preaches 
up Angerand Vengeance agdinſs tbe Church of England? Name the Man, that we 
may know. who-he is, and what repute he has amongſt the party ; and *twould be 
alſo an Aﬀtof Jultice in himco direR us to the Peoples who. receiv'd their Ad- 
dreſſes from a Prieſt, and to the Prieft that made 'em. 

If the Gentleman caanot clear up theſe Points, as I preſume he cannot, how 
ſpecious ſoever his pretences _—_— his untruth won't mach advantage the - 
Church of Eaglesd, nor will that h have much cauſe to Glory in ſuch an 
Advocate, who doth not only charge her for Perſccuting the Diſſenter, but 
makes no other Plea, but what leans on the ſeeblelt Foundation, even on Injuſtice - 
and Falſe Accuſations, And if this be her belt Refuge, her Quarrel with the 
King ( it's hop'd) cannot hold long, for theſe generally are the laſt, 

And what 1s it that provokes mn __ us, that the Diſcs- 
ters Thanks are Exionted 7 Doth he think that the being deliver'd from a violent 
| Perſecution is ſo inconfiderable a kindneſs, that the Diſſenters can't be ſenſible 
of it ? Are grievous Impriſonments, the ſpoiling 'em of their Eftates, the ruin- 
ing of their Families, ſuch ſmall matters, that the Deliverance cannot Merit the 
Name of a favor} Or, are the biſſeaters ſouſed to ſuch Calamitics and made 
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Þ rra that they are not capable of fo mach ? Ts it 3 for 
them to diſtinguiſh Eaſe from Miſery? If 6, whoſe fault is that? Is it not the 
Perſecutors that have ſo ill intreated them? 1t's true the Charch of x did | 
by her Rigour, ſo over-aw them, that they durſt not Petition the Ki caſe; 
and after his Majgſty moſt Graciouſly gave it them, the Dread aud fron 
remained under was ſo very great, that the Difſenters could not eafily recover 
themſelves, and make that haſt they ſhould, fo render the King their humbleſt 
thanks. But this is not for the Honor of the Church, firſt to frighten the Diſſen- 
ter and make him move ſlowly. 2nd then reproach him for not niaking more haſte, 
An1 this is not all, for the Difſenters do no ſooner Addreſs, but they become 
Volumey Ag greſſors, and look like Counſel retain'd by the Prerogative againſt 
AMagna Charts, This is a run from one Extream to another, they are firlt charg- 
ed for not rendring thanks willingly, and yet then are made Polumray Aggreſiors 
for rendring ſoch unwilling thanks, who look like Counſel retain' inſt 
Charts, Are not the Difſenters then in a moſt deplora tion ? 
If they do not Addreſs, they are a People that can never be oblig'd by benefits, 
nor fit to bs Tolerated, as one Church Door afſures them; if they do Addreſs, 
they are for Precogative againlt Magns Charts, And why againſt Magne Charts? 
Is it againſt the Great Charter of Faglend; thata good Sabjett eajes his Civil 
Rights, and Properties? The Diflenters, at lealt the greatelt part of 'em, take 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and thereby ſhew themſclves to be good 
Subj:As, and why then mult they be depriv'd of their Civil Rights, ſor the ſake 
of a Religion that hurts not the Government ? Some ſay, that by the Foadamen- 
* ral Conſtitution of our Government all Laws againſt the Law of God are ipſo 
fato void and null, and may not the King prevent the Execution of ſuch vacated 
Laws? Others tell us, that to he of this, or that, or the other Religion, is not 
a Crime at Common Law, it is but Maſum Probibitzum, and yet Religious Met» 
ings have been- made Ronts and Riots, ( even the ſuppoſed Intention to ſerve 
Gal, hath been thus interpreted ) which are mala in ſe. ' And why may not the | 
King prevent theſ: abuſes of the Law ? The Difſenter is alſo told, that "tis a» 
Kainlt Mygns Charts to diflciſe the SnbjeRt of his Free-hold or _ but by 
Lawfal Jaigment of his Peers, and SG Comveniicle AF. and Oxford | 
Al, the Difſenters have been difſciſed of both without any ſuch Judgment of 
their Peers, and may not the King hinder this? 1here have been alſo great Law- 
yers whoaver, that the 23d. of Elizaberb afſefts not a Proteſtant Diſſenter, and | 
l 
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ret many have been ruin'd by this Aﬀ, ani may not the King pur a ffop ro this 
Injuilice an.l Violence on the SubjeCt? It's alſo told them, that 'risagaint Magna 
Chiria to Amerce a Free-man any other ways than after the manner of the faulr, 
laving to him his Conteneinent and Frer-hold, and yet Convictions hare been, 
wiknzews to the accrs'd party, Recorded, and Warrants have been granted- ont | 
for $, 16. 12, or 14 Conrenticlesat once to the Diſſeifing the Free-man of all | 
he has. !t's true, a great Lawyer declar'd, that no Conviction could be Legally 
Recorded entill the party accuſed was ſummoned to ther cauſe ; but another yet 
living was of another Opinicn, an1 gave life to Clandeltine Convictions, as a 
Juſtice of Peace an4 a great Lawyer did grant our Warrants on Prophetic 
Oarths, tha t a Meeting would be the next Day or Week following ; But the 
King has deliver'd chem from all theſe x;iferies, and yet may they not give thanks, 
vnleſs they ſ:r themſclves agaiaſ. Magna Charts ? 
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flent, and that in matters Ec- 
ing that I could ever hear of, 
King can inamatters Civil 
{ But for theſe things conſult 

to the Oxford Reaſons againf s 
been of the Church of zxg/ard's Religion, not only 
would have been { as heretofore it has 
og Breaſt; but if the King be of another Re- 
ives: But whatever the preſent ſen- 
of Englandare, it's very manifeſt, that according to the 
frame of oug Government, as deſcrib'd by the Claurch of Exglind Men heretofore, 
the _ not only diſpenſe with Laws, but the Prerogative is ſo very much 
above all Laws, that even thoſe Commiſſions granted by Prerogative again(t 


Stature-Law muſt be more than that Law, It is not therefore #he 
Prerogative that our are angry with, but the Fxerciſe of it to 


is no ſooner remov'd, they return to their Duty ; yet for the ſake of 
Religion, contrary to their Conſciences, they muſt lay afide the Public Wor- 
{hip of God, and all this ratihe their Perſecuting Friends of the Church 
of Sagland, and mult wait tilla Parliament, that is againit Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, give 'em Liberty. For the great thing the Difſenters defire, is a 
Parliament that will concurr with the King in Eſtabliſhing Liberty by a 
Law, and for defiring ſuch a Parliament they are expos'd by our Gentleman 


to the ures. 
But let us ſu that to gratifie their Perſecutors, the Diſſenters would 
yenture on one of Conicience ; and tho when they could not Wor- 


ſhip pry without Trouble, yet were reſolv'd to hold on in that Wor- 
ſhip, 

hip, I ay, for once let us make the Sauppoſition : But then would not this 
be ſufficient to j 


Twenty Years together, of being the moſt giddy and obltinate People alive, 
who know not how to live, but in entradiBte, to the - macs, uy 3; and 
would not this provoke the King to conclude, that it's not Religion but 
Faction and Sedition they are for ? And would not our Clergy have endea- 
voured to fix ſuch of the Diflenters on his Majeities Mind ? And 
_ they not have continued their Privacy till Dooms-day for any Relief 
a Parliament would give 'em ? How then can any Man of Conſcience, or 
of mere Humanity, be angry with - this perſecuted People, becauſe they 
thankfully accept of Liberty, and are defirous that-it may be Efabliſhed by 
Law ? this is not the worlt part of the Pamphlet, there remaineth what 
canndt but turn the Stomach of any Loyal Fainlt it ; for Reflexi- 

97s 


(8) | 
.- ons of a more odious Natore cannot be caſt on any Man of Honor, than 
this Pamphletecr has calt on the King, 

la the Firit place, he infinuates that the King pives nt the Difſemer this 
Liberty, of Inclination, but of Necefſty. Theſe New Friends, laith he, by whom 
he muft mean bis Meayefty, and thoje of bit Religion, dil not make you their Choice, 
bur their Keſuge, they bave ever made thtir firft Courtſhips to 1he Church of Etigland, 
and whn they were rejtited there, they made their Application to you in the Second 
Pace ; that the K ing beirg a Papift, is wit to bo'belicued 7; for the Payifs are no 
more able to make g od ih-ir Yows, than Men married before and their Wife alive, 
can confirm 1th-ir Contrat with another. Ws 9s be farther ſuggeſts, avi} bir Ma- 
Jef, would imaicate 4 Neighbouring Prince, ta deftroying ail Protefiams; for he faith, 
If in tbe Heighth of this great Dearneſs, by comparing things, it ſhould happen, what 
at this Inflaxt there '*s mach a ſurer Friendſbip with thoſe who are jg fr from al- 
- lowing Liberty, that they allow no Living t0 « Proteſtant undey them **Let the Scene 
lie in what part of the world # will, the Argument will come bome, aud ſurt it will 
afford ſuffrciem ground to juſpet. And in another Page, the fp w brought 
m retainuirg Coun'el againf Magna Charta, and is anſwer to an Objeftion, in which 
"ne ſail, that the Church of Englani is never bumble, but when ſhe is out of Pow» 
& ; The Reply ir, That thu « wot ſoin FACT ;, For whatever may be told the Dif- 
ſemter at ths very Hour, and in whe Heat and Glare of their Sumſbine, the Church 
of t ogland can in 4 moment bring Clouds again, and tarn the Royal Thunder upon 
their Heads, blow 'em off the Stage with a breath, if ſbe ſhould gipe but « ſmile or 
4 bird word, the lealt glimps of ber Compliance, world throw them back into the 
Stare of Sufferirg, and draw upon 'em all the Arrears of Severity, which ave accrued 
durirg the Time of this Kindneſs 20 them. But this is, not all, for it is further 
-infirivated, as if the next Parliament ſhall be choſen by the K ing, and not by the 
People, that no Liberty of Debate ſhall be left the Members of cither Houſe , but 
#be Roman Corfiſtory be made Lords of the Articles. 

All this, and more is to be foun4 in the Pamphklet, and what can be the 
meaning of all this, Burt that the Eigotted pert of the Church of Zagland, 
if ever they were Loyal, are faln from their Loyalty , and have out-done 
the moſt Se.lirious Scriblers? For what can be ſaid worſe of any Prince ? 
What was ever ſaid worſe of Charles the Second, by any FaCtious Party ? Or 
what can be ſaid worſe of any Man living ? The Laſhes given our Kingare 
molt ſevere, ani look like an Interpretation of their Dodrin of Non- 
1efiftance. and if a Fear that others ſhall enjoy but a like Eaſe - with them» 
ſelves, fiir up all this Choler againſt their Sovereign, may we not faitly 
conclude, that if they hail been in that Suffering Con/litzon the D:flenters have 
been ſor Six an1 Twenty Y-ars together, they would have flirred up man 
a Rebellion ? And what ſhall we think of thoſe, who ſo very much applau 
all this, as too many of the Church of England Communion have cone ? 
But do the't Gentlemen think that this is the way to take with Diflent:rs ? 
Will they, who by their Safferings for many Years together could never be 
provok'd, will they (1 ſay). now ther Sorrows ave removed , imitate ſuch 
Church-men, and1 flie in his Majeſties Face for the G:ace he aFords 'em ? 
If you think they are fo like your felves, Time will demoriſtrate your Mi- 
ſtake. For to be under a Prince of a Different Religion from themſclres is 
no new thing (0 them, they have known bow to ſutter under ſuch, and how 
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